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Amelia Frost and the Presbyterian Mission

p—r—y

A melia Frost fb. 1850 armived at the Fort Hall Indian Reservation o July, 1827, from Albion, New

York, where she had artended the Phipps Unioo seminary. She was sent by the Connegticut Indian
Associaton. In 1892, Agent Fisher reported that bMizs Frost was:

utiversally liked and respected by both Indians and the whites. 3he has worked faithfully o
the discharge of her duties, not only to Christianize the Indian, but to assist and comfort the
sick and needy, besides piving a home, including clothing and educaton to several little
[ndian pirs.

In 1901 Amelig Frost built a new church and mission quarters on 160 acres of land granted & miles nosth
of the agency. She left the mission in VM6 to returm cast, and died in 1926,

Amclia Frost was nstrumental in bringing families from Fort Hall and Pocatello closer topether. She
correspomded with and knew the Coak/Leonard family from at least the early 1890z, She probably knew
Mes. Leonard Derr throwgh her sister Mrs. A. L. Cook.

A letter from Mrs. Derrto E. 0. Lecnard, November 5, [R99, said-

"Miss Frost was down Friday. She brought for you the enclosed Indian prerures. 1 sent ong
of vours to them. She sald they would be so pleased.”

Fachange of photod between individaals and families from both communides underscores the warm ties
that existed, bt are now too often forpotten.

Awwrdia Frost, Mrs, Nettie Lovette, and several studemits, 1991-1902, 1he givls are
wearing clothes whick werd probably wtde i Bee weftston sohool Leafi i tipht, top:
Jemaringa Deeproater (Shothotrs), Amelia Frost, Nettie Lovatte, asd {areline
Wheeler iMadeewep: b, FE80 4 FO21). Cewger: Mary Hopt (b 1897) and Zatnk
Tetoby (Mity; d 1924}, Bolices, sealed: Marpors Levatie (b, 1831], Jukio Baker
(Balford: b 18E7 d. 1964, Stending: Benton Laveiis (b 1898 o 1901} and Lelak
Coomba fb. 7383 & [90G). Uredit: * National Archives and Becords Adminssiriiom,
Etil Picterc Rranch: 75-5RT-92

(L) Amelic Frox with one of the fof grosps af ber sindenls, srowt
FeRS, Credrl: Smithsomian lostitutim, Matosal Antbopologneal Archives:
Fugene 0. oonard Collection
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Fiuhert Fetoby foonper: b TR69) au sbler of e
Prexinserion chrorck aed o personod friend of
Awelia Frost end E, U Leongrd The other e
people in the phote are anidertified, Credic
Smutheoniam instuwtion, Nelinoal Acthropoabxgica]
Archrves: Bupene O3, Leonand Ceflecbon.

Tetoby frequently accompanied Mirs Frost on
chareh Busimens. Leonord correspondena
Beion: Air mivcemery visis iv sowthere Lok
(Novemider 24, 12000, aod &0 warions focofiiler De
fdake (May 3, 15685} The Focatelln Tribane
nites hfs vicl b ihe Doanile snd Neg Perce

Reserrations (TDhecember 22, 1907,

fn a letter to E. (). Leonard Cistober o4, 1903, Huberd wrole;

"My heart is aiways po pisd when my dear Chriczan brothor Evgene prays with ws. " The originel print of
dhiz photoprapk is inscribed on the back: "To my friend Exgene [eongrd, Hubert Tetoby 100"

Photograpired ebost 15%5-139%6. Billy Georpe (Boize Valley, b, I854) and wife,
Resowale (B JE&1), with Dheir children, Wilkie fom fap; b 1893 d. 1971) and
Hartd (right: b. 1881 & 1969, The blankety in thic phivograph e Nevio.
Amother piote af Weetowsie By Breanted thows Rer wearing Aaglo chathes,
Credit: Smithsonian Instiluiwm, Nelicnsl Antbmpolegaent Archives Eugene O
Lessttirnd Crllocdion

The (eonger were actively mvoived e the Preshyptrrian Charch. Whils the Fort
Holl mxsion baitding v smder coxsroction [FR0-F9aT), Mics Froat fved
with the Ceorger. Billy Feorpe war ofto one of ke reservalion residents who
Jorped and strcapthored e bepreen Per Fort Hall awd the Neg Perce
Rrmrrvmines.

Accordnp o Willx Grorge, his parends fonpht with Bufiale Horn i the
Bannock War of 1878 The war war iriggered by destrurtion of the stapile food
cars Sl on e Corxn Prairie. The redetlion ended afier o samaoner of
"o optirde™ chates v Cregon, Fdaks avd Mostowt, 5T weae e Sho-
Baxx” loxt armed Aatilr.

Billy Grorpe rarved ox @ polceman on Dhe rexervation, Beas bis mickname,
"Cagale " I VA&, a police force bad been extablished by Indic ager A, L.
Cook. In 1888 ¢ pulice coart was alee extohlished. Yy 1890, the canrt hod three fredees - one Biannaok agd deo Skorkone,
o of whome was Billy George. For & selary af $280 pev meontk, Ry Creorge presided Hrad pear over approxisnataly J0
sy Moverbving sach ivaez of Bowndary digpates ud soerltal probleses.
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"B efore and after” photographs were commeonty used by missonaries, indian agents and
govemment officials to document their success in teaching native peoples. The photographs
prommed a political agenda that may or may not have been based on fact

Pat L. Tvhee (b. 1853 4 1924), the son of Bannock Chief Tyhee, was one of the most
photographed Indians of Fort Hall. Images of him date from 1884 to 1924,

: (Lefl) Pt Tphiae with o worme, possibly ki firsf wife, Maory (b, 1864
Bock wers Hanhook. Sudeing from fhe backdrop and props, this is an exrly
photagrapk from the Weensted dudio, token aboat 1885, Lecdit: * Malivmal
Archives and Reconds Administration, Snll Picture Branch: Ta-5F1-26

(Rieks) "Pxl Trhee before o kairced and o pew auit,” reods the origlel coption with
this pirotograph in the Enpene ). Leonard Collrction. Crodit: Smilhsnim Tiedinzon,
Natiooul Anthropelegical Archives: Engerc 0. 1oorard Collection

Here Tylee is wearing o cloth thirl, a maiti-strand clom shell meckloce, end shell
egrring, o wetal-vudded belt, mareii and fepminey beaded o characterintic

Shoshome peomarl: desizm.

{L.af) “Par Trlee Just had a mew sait of chitieer
aned Kugd hix hair o, * reads o coption
acoomparyivg it phiota of Tykee in tee Exgene
. Leotard Colt=ction. The iwe Dxdgess e alse
grouped topether ix the Idaks State Historical
Kociety Collertion under the heading "Pat Tikes,
Fhotos tohen the twe dap.™ The photo ko ffee 1aft 1z captioned "Pat Tykee after he cut
deix hair snd pur o sl s 's chntfe 3o show he war a Chrisnien, " Credil:
Smithaonian nsldulion, Meticnal Antbrepological Archives: Fogens O Lecosrd
Colledics.

Even though Pl Tyhee no dowdt visbed the Wrensted shofic oie ki owe fo kave theze
pictares token ey are rewdwders of official policy almed o Indian aceulir s
There wam a concerted efford By Twlicn arems (o presiure vied ta art their bair aed
wear mo =Tl clodkes,

Accerding to The Pocutello Trfbuns, May 1941,

Apemt A, F. Caldvesll ennounced o the Indaw Departmentt kad geserossly provided o reveber of mew
Jaree wagons for chose imterested b forneng, bui ne Indlan womld receive oe Nt e agraed to o feaircut.
. fndians Gaed up, two barbers spend an entire day cutting the long braids of Indian farners, wha
relustontly sobmitied fo the clvligng’ ordeol to el Some wieeels
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Tyhee looky older in the photo with Theodore Turner, below nght, than in either of the photos
shown gbove, Companing these images alerted the researcher that a greater span than Wrensted's
17 years was rellected, and that another photographer's work was present in the IMNH collection,

Mary Garvey, Wrensied's successor, 100k a seres of photographs of Fat Tyhee in headdress
between 1912 and 191%. These have frequently been used in publications and displays. By 1912
Tyhee was an eider and could dress in warbonnet and regalia, although doing so was reserved for
ceremonal occasions. By then, the stereotype of the Plaing Indtan was fully in place, infiuencing
the style of iterma wom.

Fat Yyher and Theadore Turmer (5. 1863 4 1957). Tarner was & Depeny Clerk in the TN Court
wrd o U25. Comowixioner. In thix copacity ke vaight kave tried mimor offemses, st bl ansd
conducted prativadnary kearings Jor the smembers of the Fort Holl comeennily. IMNH notex
acComETTFmE Seis pleotorrepk by Mary Garvey say: "1yhee. . .offering kix pips to Theodore
Termer. . .a0 a ioken of protitade for the serviee thal M. Twoeer kad resdered ot Fort Hall ™
Credit: * ldaho hMusciun of Mabural History, Ruffocr Colloction: 253 159

(Hetlowd Tyker is wearing a cloth kit ond poorts, meccasing, a murli-out geckisce, 1 sroane
rrchlace with beaded tleplide, a placs bead choker, and "meocn " el earrings. His brokds ore
wrapped i otter fur, and e wearr g long spiit-horn Readdress with horsehair of Ohe frother
fipz, whils holdleg a short headdress. Taken I the (Farvey stadfo ebowt 1917, Credit: * Tdehe
Moscupn oF Nakirad [hstory, Balfoer Collectiee: 253151

Asxocioted withe e Ohrisiiom s Erary Commmsnity,

Irhor wax described by The Poowictlo Tribese i 1965 a5 one of the most
"oragressive” Indicerr on e Fort Hall Reervation. He weo choren by Agent

Mogor Calswed to ba owe 5f the fiour represotaives gf the tribes xr tee

Preridential Sravpuraion of WilEon Heward Taft in Wackington, I, in 1965,

Ar Der aavie tingr, Tl war vory Ieftusntisl amsong tee Fadiaws of Fort Hall fle
never crased bring o spokesmem for his people, ovd rerved o5 o chief fadpr of tre

Jndion rourt.

| __ The Edmo Family -

The Bdmos were une of the prominent families on the Fort Hall Indian Reservation. They
were descended Fromm Admao (b, about 1806 d. 189, & leader of the Northerm Shoshope,
who had seven sons and one daughter. The name Arimo was anglicized 10 "Edmo.” OF the
191 known Wrensted Native American photopraphs, 17 (5%) ane of the Edmos,

(Riph) Arima From an original progt which hed "Logaw [Titokf"™ privted on the
Enver Hikl oorner of the monnd. This pleoto war not fekem by Wranded, b wax a
copy maxde by ker. The praciice of copyieg other phofographiers’ IMages waz coss
o tiee fiwae Sowee photogrephers wowEd xell there piroted images. Credit Tdshe
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Museum of Maturd] Fhigtory . T'vcalells 253257

Jack Edme {b. 1863 d. 1929) was the next to youngest of Arma's seven sons. It is Jack and his family
whose images we And agen and apain in Wrensled's work, Edward Edmao Sr., Jack's nephew, a
nattcnelly known Shoshone-Bannock storyteller, describes his uncle as a man who lhiked to dress up, to
participate 1n powwows and Fourth of July festivities, and to be "in ftont of the camer.”

Jack Edme foerder] with sonz Eugene fright; b, 1896 d 1965} and Leonard (Iefi; b,
I30F 4 197G, Taken abowi § P4, Credit: * Natsonal Archives and Heoords
Admmistration: Sull Prclure Braoch, Bewsrd Group TSSELGS

Eapeme and Leonerd were Jack end Lictie Edweo's two oldest sons, They were moomed
after Ecgewr (). Leonard, the only son of Mrs. Loongrd Derr. E. O, Leonard came to
Powgiaflo by the PR sad Heand with by matber's niger, Mre, A, L. Cask The mawes
atirxt & the cloxe oaeciation of the CookyTeowarsd fomaly with the Edvens Hotke
Eapene end Leonard Edmo Becamte well-loeovm in rodeos.

Jock & wearing frimped Inppines ond bead hatr orngments, Fie alcs wedrs 2 Jur savk
with mirrors and a Beaded vert with av Aserican fap dexden, wkich aocording (o
Edward Edmo, Sr., were probably received ar pifls from the Sionx, Jeck Edwio’s
Jamily seemet to i aolopted the Rap Jeciga, tince & appears a5 decoration on

varzoee verls and moccanns.

Jack amd his wife Lizzie ofien traveled to other Indian reservattons. During such visits they
accumulated many presents of clothing and accessones. which they wore with pnide.
Wrensted's phote recond comroborates this oral hastory.

Jack and T.izzhe Randall Edin's chifdren: Left fo right, Besgie (b, 1852 d 19843, Expene,
Helew (b, I858). Thix peotopraph was taken ix 1598, Heler wax the oldext of Jock's
chitdrew; ske Fed dering chilfood. Credit: Smithsonian Instimtion, National
Anthmopslogical Archives: Bupene O, Leooard Collection,

Yregie wears @ traditionel oot - oot dreer, Seaded brppingr and mocoaring, Heley wears
o drams derprated on ey bodice with covris oballr and facmiad beads. Her bomy neackiace
ir o0 Floins wemen's siyie.

(L or Lesward Fdwan weariig an
Americon flag vesl that resembler ter one wore by
Jack for Hhe previoes pheefo. Credic: * Nations]
Anchives mnd Becords Adminesiration:

61 Pictore Hranch, BEocord Croap 753-5E1-7G

(Right} Jomes (oowding), poxnges son of Arimo,
dird obont ape 18, Jadging frome e agey of
Jark's domghirr Stellx, semted (. 1099 I 7983},
and Eugene fright), tele pliots war token aroaed
1981, Credil: Smithsasoiun [nsittion, Bel ikl
Anthropological Archives: Eugens {F. Levnard
Calkeciio,
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(Relow} Left to right: Sonnip or Pokaipe family member, James Edwo, and Jack Edwa. Taker ot thee s e 24 alove
phote. Men did ru usaelly pore wragpred v Hankely, This might kavs bern Wrandted's idez in ordey 1o kide non-Indian
clathas, The mem have fypical reservolion-nple kats with frissed featkers. Crodit: * Metionel fsrehives and Eecords
Adminigration: Sl Pehes Branch, Reerd Groop 75-511-17

e of the axining copier «f el image & a povicord
with "Pacatello aho ™ handwritien on b frontl
Photographle portrards were wideipread by the rarly
years & Dhee iwermtielft centzny Ji ix probable that the
W rensied siudie follmeed praerel trewds, tarming
phetographks of the eal indans inte poizards.

However, since Hemasdcte did not copyright thece
ivvegey, e apparently was not exing them in o mdjor
comamercial buriness. The Pocxicl Tribmme reporied
i ou anticle o the {218 Fourth of Jaly Fentivites that
photos of Ski-Bay txkem fonr peors sarfler were
"prinied on poxicards ahd sent all aver she world. "
Perkaps thix [s one of thoss imwaees.

Return to Moen Mepn
Proceed to How Imapes ore Influenced
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